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OUR MISSION
To promote and encourage
the development of the
agricultural, pastoral,
horticultural, industrial,
manufacturing and cultural
resources of the State of
Queensland.
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THE RNA
For 130 years, The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial
Association of Queensland (RNA) has supported Queensland
industry and brought joy to many people year in year out, through
the Royal Queensland Show, or Ekka as it is fondly known.
The RNA was established in 1875 to promote and encourage the
development of the agricultural, pastoral, horticultural, industrial,
manufacturing and cultural resources of the State of Queensland.
Today it represents almost 5,000 members across these industry groups
and owns and operates the 22-hectare Showgrounds, situated just 1km from
Brisbane’s central business district.
The Ekka has been held continuously since 1876, with only two exceptions
– 1919 when Brisbane suffered a Spanish inﬂuenza epidemic and in wartime
in 1942 when the Showgrounds were used as a staging depot for troops
moving north.
The Ekka continues to be Queensland’s biggest and most anticipated yearly
event and still achieves its aim of connecting Queenslanders of all ages, from
the country to the city and from all walks of life.
Every year it represents an opportunity for our members to gather socially,
harness business opportunities, exchange ideas and innovations and
present our State’s agricultural and industrial products and initiatives to
the people of Queensland and national and international visitors.
The RNA is a remarkable Queensland Association with a remarkable
history.
In 2006 it celebrated 130 years of the Ekka – an event which
holds a special place in Queensland’s cultural heritage
and in the hearts of all Queenslanders.

PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT
It is with pleasure that we report

Foundation. We were also proud to continue the tradition of

a surplus of $1.5 million for the

bringing children and their families from the Royal Children’s

2006 calendar year.

Hospital across to the Showgrounds prior to the gates opening
to the public, to enjoy some Ekka fun!

Total revenue for the year
increased by $850,000 to

Our Ekka 2006 communication campaign was recognised

$15.6m, due mostly to an

and awarded at the International Association of Fairs and

increase of $500,000 in Show

Expos Hall of Honor Communications Awards held in the

revenue, and an increase

USA in December 2006. The Ekka E-NEWS communication

of three per cent on paying

medium won the category from an international ﬁeld of entries.

attendances.

Congratulations to the RNA’s marketing communication team.

It is a good result for the year
and will improve the RNA’s
funding position in preparation
Dr Vivian Edwards OAM

for substantially increased
expenditure in 2007, for the
maintenance and upgrading of
Showgrounds’ infrastructure.

130 years of the Ekka
Ten days of perfect winter sunshine marked a historical

A deciding time for our
Showgrounds
The RNA Showgrounds has seen a thing or two in its long and
distinguished lifetime, and all evidence shows that it isn’t
losing any of its appeal and charm. In 2006, the RNA saw a
10 per cent increase in new events held at the Showgrounds.
Speciﬁcally, 237 different events used our indoor venues and
outdoor exhibition spaces, attracting more than 500,000
people outside of Showtime.

milestone for the RNA – 130 years of the Show. Over a century

It’s this appeal that lends gravity to the urgent need to improve

of providing smiles, laughter and a platform for business,

the RNA Showgrounds’ facilities to enable it to embrace

industry and competition, the Ekka has well and truly earned

and harness potential

pride of place in Queensland’s cultural heritage.

business from the

Despite the effects of drought, 2006 saw an overall increase
in livestock competition entries, particularly in beef cattle

growing exhibition and
events market.

showings. Education on Show entries also increased by 22 per

In 2006 the RNA

cent and Woodchop by a notable 36 per cent.

commissioned a Strategic

A record number of carnival operators, caterers and
commercial exhibitors contributed to the success of the 2006
Ekka, with the RNA exceeding its exhibitor leasing target by 2.5
per cent, representing a 12 per cent revenue increase.

Condition Assessment of
its major infrastructure
and assets. The message
from this report was
simple and confronting;

The Ekka’s sponsorship support also remained strong reaching

the RNA Showgrounds

over $1 million this year.

must upgrade its facilities

As is customary every Show, the RNA gave back to the
community through support of its charities including the
Brisbane Tram and Bus Special Children’s Association;
Queensland Police Legacy Scheme; and the Make-A-Wish

to remain viable and
operational, and protect
its heritage value.

Mr Jonathan Tunny
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The RNA has since appointed an asset management company
In 2007 the RNA will undertake further consultation with

Thank you for your
service

key stakeholders and community members to ﬁnalise the

This year, three of our most dedicated and long-standing

Masterplan. We want to ensure that the ﬁnal plan is the

Councillors retired after years of commitment and service to

right plan for Brisbane and Queensland, for the Ekka and for

the RNA. Thank you to Warren Cummins, an RNA Councillor

the RNA.

since 1981 and Junior Vice-President since 2003; Barry

Following the Queensland Government Cabinet meeting which

Vickers who served as RNA Treasurer from 1998; and to Lloyd

was held at the Showgrounds during Ekka, Premier Peter

Robertson who has coordinated our Main Arena entertainment

Beattie announced that the Coordinator–General would work

program for the past three years.

directly with the RNA to help identify a developer and operator

In 2006 we welcome and congratulate David Thomas who was

for the ‘health hotel’ concept which forms part of the RNA’s

elected to the position of Junior Vice-President; Dan O’Connor

proposed Masterplan.

who was elected as our Honorary Treasurer; Susan Hennessey

Under this proposal, land on the northern end of the site

who joins the RNA Executive; and Lionel Blumel and Michael

(across from the Royal Brisbane Hospital) would be leased

Grieves who were elected to the RNA Council.

to the private sector for the development of accommodation

As always, thanks must go to our dedicated and talented staff

for people from rural Queensland who have to travel long

at the RNA and to all our Councillors, whose expertise and hard

distances to visit the hospital, but don’t have to be treated

work keep the wheels turning in a forward direction.

to develop a life-cycle management program for our facilities.

as inpatients.

A strong foundation
The RNA now represents a membership of close to 5,000
people from rural townships and cities across Queensland and
interstate. In 2006, RNA Membership increased

Dr Vivian Edwards OAM

by three per cent, sending a clear message that

President

the RNA is a strong and relevant Association that
must strive to develop its membership beneﬁts and
industry voice.
The RNA was established 130 years ago to promote
and encourage the development of the agricultural,
pastoral, horticultural, industrial, manufacturing
and cultural resources of the State of Queensland.
Over the coming years, the RNA will work to
re-establish some worthy RNA initiatives to
more broadly achieve its mission of encouraging
the development and recognition of these
key industries.

Mr Jonathan Tunny
Chief Executive

RNA COUNCIL
Twenty-one Councillors constitute
the RNA Council and guide every
aspect of the RNA’s operation
and development. An executive
team of seven councillors,
including the RNA President, has
the responsibility of ensuring the
ongoing viability of the Association
and Showgrounds.

Strategic
objectives
as set by the
RNA Council
Facilities
management
To expand the commercial use of

From the time of its formation

showground venues and facilities to

in 1875, the RNA was envisaged

maximise the return on investment

as a national organisation

and to contribute to the long-term

representative of all aspects

ﬁnancial sustainability and growth

of Queensland society. This

of the RNA.

was reﬂected in its ﬁrst Council
Arthur Palmer, whose occupations

Showground
redevelopment

were listed as graziers; merchants

To maintain and enhance physical

George Harris and George Grimes;

assets through targeted investment

teacher Thomas Harling and

and redevelopment of the

lawyers Charles Mein and William

Showgrounds to create high quality,

Hemmant.

viable venues capable of staging

members including Joshua Bell and

RNA events and attracting other
The Association’s Charter was

events.

to promote and encourage
the agricultural and industrial

Events production

development of Queensland as
well as to provide an opportunity
for country and urban residents to
come together in a celebration of
Queensland lifestyle.

To ensure the future staging of a
vibrant and ﬁnancially sustainable
Royal Queensland Show (Ekka) and
other events focusing on the needs
of urban and regional communities

This Charter still guides the makeup

including the showcasing of

and actions of the RNA Council

Queensland’s primary and

today.

secondary industries.

Community relations
To engage customers, stakeholders
and communities in consultation
and participation processes that
inform decision making, contribute
to achievement of the RNA’s
vision and strengthen connections
between the city, regional and rural
communities.

RNA COUNCILLORS

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Dr Vivian E
Edwards OAM

Allan G F
Warby OAM

MB BS Qld FRACP

David G
Thomas

Daniel (Dan) L
O’Connor

BCom LLB Hons Qld

DipTchng BCAE BEdSt Qld
LLB QUT LLM Qld

Alastair D
Bassingthwaighte

President

Senior Vice-President

Junior Vice-President

Honorary Treasurer

Executive Councillor

A Neurophysician by
profession, Vivian Edwards
has dedicated a large part
of his life to the RNA. A
Councillor since 1987 and
RNA President since 2003,
Vivian Edwards and his
family have been actively
involved in many facets of
the Show over decades. In
1995 he founded the Horse
Breeds Expo and organised
this event until his election
to the Presidency and was
the RNA Honorary Medical
Ofﬁcer for 26 years to 1987.
He is a Member of the
Racing Animal Welfare and
Integrity Board within the
Queensland Government’s
Ministry for Racing and
Chairman of the Rural
Futures Committee for
South East Queensland
under the Co-ordinatorGeneral’s Ofﬁce of Urban
Management.

A respected Queensland
Grazier, Allan Warby,
Principal of Billinbah
Pastoral Company, has
dedicated his professional
career to the development
of our State’s cattle
industry. He has been
a RNA Councillor since
1972, was appointed
Junior Vice President in
2000 and Senior Vice
President in October
2003. He is Chairman
of the Beef Cattle; Joint
Stock; and Meat Hall
Committees and a Member
of Development; Entries;
National Animal Boulevard;
and QCAS National
Finals Committees. His
commitment to the Show is
evident in the growth of the
Ekka’s cattle competition to
become Australia’s largest.

Solicitor and President of
the Brisbane Development
Association, David Thomas
joined the RNA Council
in 2002 and was elected
to the position of Junior
Vice-President in 2006.
He Chairs the RNA’s
Development; Planning;
and Woodchop Committees
and is a Member of the
Entries; Appeals and
Disciplinary; Space and
Letting; and Veterinary
Committees.

Dan O’Connor is a Barristerat-Law and Chief Executive
of the Bar Association of
Queensland. He has been
a RNA Councillor since
2000 and was appointed
Honorary Treasurer in
2006. He is actively
involved in the RNA and
oversees many aspects of
Show planning including:
Chairman of Budget;
Education and Agricultural
Development; Space and
Letting; Entertainment,
Marketing and
Sponsorship; Catering and
House; and Appeals and
Disciplinary Committees;
Member Development;
Horse and Arena; Joint
Stock; National Animal
Boulevard; and Woodchop
Committees. He is a Ring
Councillor and convenor of
the RNA Future Directions
Committee.

A Grazier and RNA Stud
Cattle Exhibitor from
Yarrawonga-Waco Santa
Gertrudis Stud, Alastair
Bassingthwaighte has
served on the RNA
Council since 1981. He is
an active Member of the
Entertainment, Marketing
and Sponsorship; Beef
Cattle; Joint Stock; and
Meat Hall Committees.

7

COUNCIL
Susan J
Hennessey

William (Bill) R
Lenehan

Angus G
Adnam

Lionel J
Blumel

Tony M
Carew

MAICD

Executive Councillor

Executive Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Susan Hennessey brings
to the RNA Council
considerable expertise
in the area of ﬁne arts. A
retired interior designer
and past RNA Exhibitor and
Steward, she was elected
to Council in 2001 and was
appointed to the Executive
Committee in 2006.
Susan Hennessey Chairs
the Fine Arts Committee,
incorporating ﬁne art,
cookery and photography,
and is a Member of the
Budget; and Catering and
House Committees.

Bill Lenehan was appointed
to the RNA Council in April
2005 and to Executive in
November 2006. He is
Chairman of the RNA Horse
Breeds Expo; and Split
Showing Implementation
Committees and Member
of Planning; and National
Animal Boulevard
Committees. Bill has
shaped a distinguished
career in television,
media and marketing. He
is currently Chairman of
the Queensland Harness
Racing Board, Director of
Thoroughvision Pty Ltd and
Director of the National
Australia Day Council. He
is a Business Consultant
for Pencrest Pty Ltd and
EyecorpMedia USA Pty Ltd.

Livestock Exporter, Director
of Beef Australia Inc and
Managing Director of AAA
Livestock Services, Angus
Adnam has brought a
wealth of experience to
the RNA Council since his
appointment in November
2005. An RNA Steward and
Honorary Council Steward
since 1978, his Council
responsibilities include
participation as Member on
the Beef Cattle; Joint Stock;
and Planning Committees.

Lionel Blumel has been
involved with the RNA
as a Steward since
1986 and was elected
to the RNA Council in
November 2006. He is
Chairman of the Canine
Committee and Canine
Health Subcommittee
and Member of the Joint
Stock Committee. Lionel
Blumel is also Trustee for
the Canine Control Council
(Queensland) and past
President of the National
Dalmatian Council of
Australia. Outside of the
RNA he is an avid dog
exhibitor and is a project
manager within the
construction industry.

Tony Carew is a Senior
Human Resource Advisor
within the Queensland
Department of Natural
Resources and Mines.
He was elected to the
RNA Council in February
2004, where he is a Ring
Councillor and Member
of Catering and House;
Space and Letting; Horse
and Arena; and Future
Directions Committees.

RNA COUNCILLORS

COUNCIL
Greg A
Dalton

Ross H
Douglas

Tim V
Fairfax AM

Michael N
Grieve

Philip S
Harpham

FAICD

BEd Dip Teach

BVSc Qld

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

A Honorary Council
Steward for 17 years,
Greg Dalton was elected
to the RNA Council in
November 2004. He is
currently Chairman of the
Fruit, District Exhibits and
Queensland Youth Exhibits;
Apiculture; and Fruit Wines
Committees.

A RNA Councillor since
2004, Grazier Ross
Douglas is Chairman of the
National Animal Boulevard
Committee. He is a Member
of the Budget; Education &
Agricultural Development;
and Joint Stock Committees
and Chairman of the
Queensland Chamber of
Agricultural Societies.

Tim Fairfax joined the
RNA Council in 2004
and is Chairman of the
Horticulture Advisory and
Pisciculture Committee.
He is a Member of the
Education and Agricultural
Development; and
Entertainment, Marketing
and Sponsorship
Committees. A Grazier and
Company Director, Tim
Fairfax sits on the Board
of Rural Press Limited, is
Deputy Chancellor of the
Sunshine Coast University,
Deputy Chairman of
the National Portrait
Gallery and Trustee of the
Queensland Art Gallery. He
is Director of Brickworks
Limited, Chairman of the
Salvation Army Advisory
Board and Director of the
Foundation for Rural and
Regional Renewal.

Michael Grieve was elected
to the RNA Council in
September 2006 and
currently sits on the Horse
and Arena Committee. An
education professional
and Thoroughbred
breeder, roles outside the
RNA include Executive
and Treasurer of the
Queensland Racehorse
Owners Association and
Steward and Member of
the Ipswich Show Society.

A Veterinarian and Grazier
by profession, Philip
Harpham has been a RNA
Councillor since 2001 and
Chairs the Veterinary; and
Young Judges Committees.
He is also a Member of
the Beef Cattle; Budget;
Development; Planning;
Joint Stock; Meat Hall;
and QCAS National Finals
Committees.
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Peter S
Jervis

Jan M
McMillan

Lloyd F
Robertson

Dr William
(Bill) E Ryan

Joan F
Scott

(Resigned January
2007)

MB BS Qld FRACS

BA Qld JP Qual

Walter
(Harold) H
Thompson
JP Qual

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Councillor

Dairy Farmer Peter
Jervis has served
on the RNA Council
since 1998. He is
Chairman of the
Dairy Cattle, Goat, Pig
and Deer; and Dairy
Produce Committees
and Member of the
Development; Joint
Stock; and National
Animal Boulevard
Committees.

A thoroughbred
breeder, national
and international
horse judge and
owner of racehorses,
Jan McMillan has
brought considerable
expertise to the
RNA Council since
her election in 1997.
Jan McMillan is the
Royal Queensland
Show Ringmaster
and Chairs the Horse
and Arena; and Quilts
Across Queensland
Committees and is
a Member of the
Entertainment,
Marketing and
Sponsorship; Joint
Stock; and Veterinary
Committees. She
is a Member of
the Queensland
Racehorse Owners
Association and
Licences Assistance
Association and is a
Committee Member of
the Gympie Turf Club.

Lloyd Robertson
has been involved
in Shows around
Australia for many
years, coordinating
Main Arena
entertainment
programs for the
Royal Queensland
Show and Sydney
Royal Easter Show.
He served on the
RNA Council from
November 2003 to
January 2007 and
was a Member of
the Entertainment,
Marketing and
Sponsorship; and
Horse and Arena
Committees.

Bill Ryan is an
Orthopedic Spinal
Surgeon and has
served as a RNA
Councillor since
2000. He is Chairman
of Poultry and
Caged Birds; and
Wine and Brandy
Committees. He is a
Member of Catering
and House; Joint
Stock; and National
Animal Boulevard
Committees and
prior to joining the
RNA Council was an
Honorary Council
Steward in the Royal
Queensland Wine
Show.

As an active member
of the RNA Council
since 1996, Joan
Scott has also
served on the
Bungil Shire Council
and Rural Lands
Protection Board
and co-authored In
Champagne Country
and Fight for a Just
Cause. She Chairs the
RNA Fleece Breeds
Committee and is a
Member of Catering
and House; Animal
Health; Joint Stock;
Meat Hall; National
Animal Boulevard;
and QCAS National
Finals Committees.

Harold Thompson is
a Farmer and Director
of the Illawarra Cattle
Society of Australia
and Australian Red
Dairy Breed Inc.
He joined the RNA
Council in 2000 and
is currently a Member
of the Entries; Dairy
Cattle, Goat, Pig and
Deer; Dairy Produce;
and Joint Stock
Committees.

COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
The Councillors present their report together with the ﬁnancial report of The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of
Queensland for the year ended 31 December 2006 and the auditor’s report thereon.
Details of Councillors and the number of Council meetings (including meetings of Executive Committee) attended by each Councillor of
the Association during the ﬁnancial year are:

Councillor

Note

Year of

Council

Executive

Appointment

Meetings

Committee Meetings

A

B

A

B

A:

Number of meetings
attended

B:

Number of meetings

Dr V E Edwards OAM

1987

10

10

12

12

Mr A G Adnam

2005

9

10

-

-

Mr A D Bassingthwaighte

1981

6

10

8

12

2006

1

1

-

-

August 2006

2004

10

10

-

-

(2) Appointed to

1981

6

7

6

8

Executive Committee

2004

10

10

-

-

September 2006

Mr R H Douglas

2004

8

10

-

-

(3) Appointed

Mr T V Fairfax AM

2004

9

10

-

-

October 2006

2006

2

2

-

-

2001

9

10

-

-

2001

9

10

3

3

1998

9

10

-

-

(5) Appointed

2005

10

10

-

-

November 2006

Mrs J M McMillan

1997

9

10

-

-

(6) Appointed to

Mr D L O’Connor

2000

10

10

11

12

Executive Committee

Mr L F Robertson

2003

8

10

-

-

November 2006

Dr W E Ryan

2000

8

10

-

-

Mrs J F Scott

1996

10

10

-

-

Mr D G Thomas

2002

10

10

12

12

Mr W H Thompson

2000

9

10

-

-

Mr L J Blumel

(5)

Mr T M Carew
Mr W T Cummins

(1)

Mr G A Dalton

Mr M N Grieve

(3)

Mr P S Harpham
Mrs S J Hennessey

(2)

Mr P S Jervis
Mr W R Lenehan

Mr B D Vickers
Mr A G F Warby OAM

(6)

(4)

1993

9

9

9

11

1972

10

10

12

12

Principal activities

eligible to attend
Notes: (1) Resigned

(4) Resigned
November 2006

The principal activities of the Association are to provide

Review and result
of operations

facilities and personnel to promote and encourage the

The surplus from ordinary activities was $1,535,778

development, public interest and improvement of the

(2005: $1,309,682 surplus).

Agricultural, Pastoral, Horticultural, Industrial, Manufacturing
and Cultural resources of the State of Queensland. The staging
of the Royal Queensland Show in August each year is the major

State of affairs

event of the Association.

There were no signiﬁcant changes in the state of affairs of the
Association that occurred during the ﬁnancial year
under review.

11

Councillors’
remuneration

Insurance premiums

Councillors receive no remuneration for their services.

and Ofﬁcers’ and Supplementary Legal Expense Insurance”

The Association has paid insurance premiums for “Councillor’s
since the end of the previous year.

Environmental regulation
The Association is subject to the general environmental
laws covering air, water and noise. No breaches have been
reported in the current year.

Likely developments
The Association is currently undertaking a commercial

The Councillors have not included details of the nature of
the liabilities covered or the amount of the premium paid
in respect of the Councillors’ and Ofﬁcers’ liability and legal
expenses insurance contracts, as such disclosure is prohibited
under the terms of the contract.

Proceedings on behalf of
the Association

assessment of its Masterplan, with an aim to commence
redevelopment of the Showgrounds as soon as is practicable.

No person has applied for leave of court to bring proceedings

This redevelopment will ensure that the Association can

on behalf of the Association or intervene in any proceedings

continue to hold the Royal Queensland Show, and the other

to which the Association is a party for the purpose of taking

events held on the Showgrounds, in greatly improved facilities.

responsibility on behalf of the Association for all or any part
of those proceedings. The Association was not a party to any

Subsequent events

such proceedings during the year.

Other than the matters discussed above, no other subsequent

Auditors independence
declaration

events, matters or circumstances have arisen since the end
of the year which have signiﬁcantly affected or may affect the
operations of the Association, the results of the operations, or

The auditors independence declaration forms part of the

the state of affairs of the Association in subsequent years.

Councillors’ Report and can be found on page 49.

Indemnification and
insurance of councillors
and officers

Dated at Brisbane this 25th day of January 2007.
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Council.

The Association has agreed to reimburse the reasonable costs
(including but not limited to legal fees) incurred by any current
or past Councillor or Ofﬁcer in relation to the performance of
his or her duties as a Councillor or Ofﬁcer of the Association

V E Edwards OAM

provided:

President

the person is not charged with any offence, or if charged, is
subsequently acquitted of all charges;
any investigations or hearings do not reveal conduct by
that person which constitutes conduct which breaches that
person’s ﬁduciary relationship with the Association whether
that person is charged or not or convicted or not;
the person’s conduct is not unbecoming of a person holding
the position, which that person held at the time of the conduct.
The level of such reimbursement is to be set by the Executive
Committee.

D L O’Connor
Honorary Treasurer

RNA MEMBERSHIP
The RNA represents a membership of close to 5,000 from rural
townships and cities across Queensland and interstate.

RNA scholarships

In 2006, RNA Membership increased by three per cent.

The RNA has one eye ﬁrmly on the future, offering training and
educational support to students across Queensland through
the following initiatives:

RNA Members enjoy a range of beneﬁts during Ekka time and
throughout the year, including free admission to Ekka for the
Member and a guest; access to the Members’ Grandstand;
free use of cloak room facilities during the Show; reduced
entry fees for most Ekka competition sections; discounted
venue hire at the Showgrounds throughout the year; and other
discounts and offers in association with RNA sponsors.

Membership development
in 2007 and beyond
The RNA was established 130 years ago to promote and
encourage the development of the agricultural, pastoral,
horticultural, industrial, manufacturing and cultural resources
of the State of Queensland.
This is achieved to a large degree through the annual Ekka,
educational scholarships and though the RNA’s involvement
in events such as Primary Industries Week and Rural
Discovery Week.
Over the coming years, the RNA will work to re-establish some
worthy RNA initiatives to more broadly achieve its mission of
encouraging the development and recognition of our State’s
key industries.
In 2006, the RNA’s organisational structure was amended
to incorporate new education positions within the area of
integrated marketing communication. The primary role of the
education ofﬁcer will be to develop initiatives, awards and
partnerships with educational institutions and industry groups.
The public relations team will also work with Members and
Councillors to identify industry issues and concerns with a view
to initiating public debate and industry round table discussion.
The RNA’s signiﬁcant membership base provides opportunity
for the RNA to ‘have a voice’ on issues of the day on behalf of
its Members.
An allocation of $800,000 in the 2008 budget will be used to
upgrade the John McDonald Stand in the Main Arena. Once
completed, it is anticipated this Stand would be a dedicated
Members’ area.

RNA 2006 agricultural student
bursary
This bursary was established to assist rural families in their
children’s education. A cash payment of $3,000 is provided
to students studying agriculture to assist with their everyday
‘away from home’ living expenses. In 2006, four RNA bursaries
were offered to students from Burdekin, Dalby, Emerald and
Longreach Agricultural Colleges.

QUT Commercial Partners in
Excellence program
QUT Faculty of Business’ Corporate Partners in Excellence
(CPIE) program offers a small group of exceptional school
leavers a three-year degree qualiﬁcation that includes work
experience with sponsoring organisations. The CPIE program
is open to students wishing to study the QUT Bachelor of
Business majoring in Accountancy, Banking and Finance,
Economics, Human Resource Management or Marketing and
incorporates a scholarship worth $28,500 and professional
work experience.
The RNA is a sponsor organisation for the program and in
2006 offered one scholarship in the areas of accounting
and marketing. The two recipients will begin their internships
in 2007.

The RNA Coca-Cola Regional
Scholarships program
This scholarship is open to RNA Members studying a degree
or subjects related to agriculture or a course that will beneﬁt
regional Australia. Thirty-three scholarships of $2,000 are
awarded annually across Australia, with preference given to
applicants who can demonstrate their commitment to regional
Australia and involvement in their local Show society.
In 2006 the RNA awarded six scholarships to Queensland
students – three to veterinary students from the University of
Queensland and three to students from the Gatton Agricultural
College. As a result of the increase in Cola-Cola sales at the
2006 Ekka, the number of RNA scholarships to be awarded to
Queensland students in 2007 will increase to eight.

RNA CORPORATE REVIEW
A great result
The RNA recorded a surplus of $1.5m for the 2006 year.
Total revenue was $15.6m, an increase of $850,000 on last
year. This increase can be attributed primarily to Show revenue,
up $500,000, and an increase of three per cent on paying
attendances.
Total expenses were controlled and held at a four per
cent increase on 2005. Expenses are expected to increase
substantially in 2007 as funding is directed to the upgrade and
maintenance of Showgrounds’ infrastructure.

Teamwork
The RNA has a permanent staff of 55 who manage the
hundreds of events held on the Showgrounds each year. In the
months leading up to the Ekka, our staff grows to more than
200 people incorporating casual staff and consultants.
The RNA also has a team of just under 900 volunteers during
the Ekka, many of whom work here year after year, taking leave

370 Stewards, 300 Judges and 75 Honorary Council Stewards.

from their ‘real’ jobs to be a part of the fun. Ekka 2006 saw

Volunteers come from all over Queensland and interstate to

record volunteer numbers including 150 general volunteers,

work with us over the ten days. With Mums, Dads and children
often working together throughout the Show, the Ekka really is
just one big fun family gathering.
Operations at the RNA are led by Chief Executive Jonathan
Tunny and six managers across the areas of event production;
grounds management; corporate services; organisational
development; marketing, sales and sponsorship; and Royal
Queensland Show exhibitor leasing (see picture right).

Worthy causes
Every year the RNA Council selects three charities and provides
them with their full request of Ekka tickets. This year the RNA
was proud to welcome members of the Brisbane Tram and Bus
Special Children’s Association; the Queensland Police Legacy
Scheme; and the Make-A-Wish Foundation. The RNA was also
proud to continue its work with the Royal Children’s Hospital
in 2006. On 9 August, a special event was hosted for patients
and their families so they could enjoy the fun of the Show, prior
to the gates opening for Ekka 2006.
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Pictured from left: Noel Brindley, Garry Ashby, Don Savage, Jonathan Tunny, Brendan Christou, Bill Proud, Michelle Teal.

Organisational
Structure
COUNCIL

EXECUTIVE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

EA TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Jonathan Tunny

Lorraine Kennedy

RNA Grounds
Superintendent
(Noel Brindley)

RNA Event
Production
Manager
(Garry Ashby)

Ekka Leasing
Manager
(Don Savage)

RNA Corporate
Services
General
Manager
(Brendan Christou)

RNA Marketing
and Sales
Manager
(Bill Proud)

RNA
Organisational
Manager
(Michelle Teal)

Coordination of
grounds staff

Event coordination
and management

Financial
management

Venue sales
and promotion

Succession
planning

Workplace health
and safety

Event creation and
packaging

Promotion,
coordination and
management of
exhibitor, carnival
and retail leasing
for the Royal
Queensland Show
(Ekka)

Information
technology

Marketing strategy
and planning

Professional
development

Member services

Sponsorship

Industrial relations

Ekka competition
administration

Market research

Recruitment

Integrated
marketing and
communication
implementation

Training

Car park
management

Stewards and
Judges coordination

THE RNA SHOWGROUNDS
130 remarkable years
From as early as 1878 the Showgrounds was the centre of
Brisbane’s social scene. Musical and drama groups as well as
cricket and other sporting organisations hosted performances
and games here. Football, cricket, lacrosse, athletics and cycling
groups all had headquarters at the Showgrounds and used the
site for their most important matches.
In June 1887, the RNA suffered a major loss when its main
pavilion was destroyed by ﬁre. Following this, a brick building
was constructed on the corner of Bowen Bridge Road and
Gregory Terrace. The building was equipped with a massive
pipe organ built by Wallis and Company of London and became
the main Exhibition Building, which later became the Brisbane
Museum. The site was handed to the Government in 1899 as
a measure to deal with the ﬁnancial difﬁculties experienced
by the Council at that time. It has been the site for some of the
State’s grandest social occasions including the Governor’s Ball
and performances by noted international musicians and concert
groups, including a performance by diva Dame Nellie Melba.

The building remained the home of the Queensland Museum
until the museum was relocated to Brisbane’s South Bank in late
1986. The pipe organ was removed, repaired and installed in the
Brisbane City Hall where it remains today. The “Old Museum”
building now houses the Queensland Youth Orchestra and other
cultural groups.
1928 was a high point in the Showgrounds’ history as a sporting
arena – the ﬁrst cricket Test Match to be played in Brisbane and
an International Rugby League Test were both played on the
grounds. Sir Donald Bradman made his test debut at this cricket
match scoring 18 and one and was subsequently dropped from
the Second Test in Sydney. The National Speedway opened at
the grounds in 1926 and night trotting became a regular event
in 1936.
Today it is still the home of the annual Ekka and many other
events – big and small – with its outdoor venues lending itself
well to large scale events such as caravan, camping and truck
shows, music events and corporate parties.
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Building a better
Showground

In 2007, the RNA will undertake further workshops and

Unlike other capital city showgrounds, the RNA Showgrounds

modiﬁcation will ensure that the ﬁnal plan is the right plan for

is located in Brisbane’s inner city and remains the home of

Brisbane and Queensland, for the Ekka and for the RNA.

Queensland’s biggest annual show – the Ekka. Its inner city

Macroplan Australia was engaged in late 2006 to undertake

location gives the Ekka that special something that you cannot

a market analysis, evaluate the feasibility of the Masterplan,

ﬁnd at other Shows around Australia. The very essence of rural

and to develop an operating model for integration with the

life can be felt throughout the city heart at Ekka time, which is

Masterplan development model.

consultation with key stakeholders and community members
to ﬁnalise the Masterplan. Further consultation and

unique to Queensland and should be celebrated.
Despite some pressure to move the Showgrounds to another

‘Health Hotel’ concept favoured

location outside the city, the RNA is determined to keep the

Following the Queensland Government Cabinet meeting which

Show at its original home in Bowen Hills for the beneﬁt of

was held at the Showgrounds during Ekka (August 14, 2006),

future generations of Queenslanders.

Premier Peter Beattie announced that the Coordinator–General
would work directly with the RNA to help identify a developer

To do this, the RNA must move ahead with redevelopment
and infrastructure maintenance plans. In 2006, a condition

and operator for the ‘health hotel’ concept which formed part
of the RNA’s proposed development Masterplan.

assessment of the RNA’s major assets was commissioned and
in 2007 an asset management company will be appointed to

Under this proposal, land on the northern end of the site

develop a life-cycle management program for our facilities.

(across from the Royal Brisbane Hospital) would be leased
to the private sector for the development of accommodation

Masterplan progress

for patients and their families visiting the Royal Brisbane and
Women’s Hospitals.

In late 2005 the RNA launched its proposed redevelopment
Masterplan. The aim of this Masterplan was to provide
a starting point, a concept or framework for how the
Showgrounds could be developed as a public domain, a
place that could reﬂect the needs of our growing community
and opportunities for urban regeneration, while retaining
and recognising the unique character and heritage of the
Showgrounds.

The health hotel would be used by people from rural
Queensland who have to travel long distances to visit
the hospital, but don’t have to be treated as inpatients.
Queensland Health estimates that on a daily basis, at least 30
patients at the Royal Brisbane Hospital could use this kind of
accommodation - patients who require on-going treatment, but
don’t require intensive nursing care overnight or are recovering
from treatment.

The Masterplan identiﬁed a number of building upgrades to
meet the speciﬁc needs of the Show, as well as the creation
of new venues and destinations within the RNA Showgrounds,
enhancing the viability of the site outside of Showtime.
The development and general community were asked to
provide feedback on the proposal and throughout 2006
the RNA met with members of the development community
who have expressed an interest in future development
partnerships.

Further consultation for the RNA
Showgrounds Masterplan
The RNA Showgrounds encompasses 22-hectares of freehold
land in Brisbane’s inner city. It is a site with 130 years of
history, but most importantly, it is the ‘peoples’ Showgrounds’
and the RNA has enormous responsibility to ensure it remains
a place for the public to treasure and enjoy as their own.
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Showgrounds services
and facilities
Open all year round

The Sideshow Alley car park, which provides a safe, secure
and affordable parking alternative for Royal Brisbane Hospital
staff, saw a 50 per cent increase in sales in 2006. Successful
negotiations with the Brisbane City Council will see the car park
continue for a further two years.

When the Ferris wheel comes down and the carnival operators
pack up after Ekka, you might be mistaken in thinking the
Showgrounds can rest-up until the Show returns.

The RNA’s events production team grew in 2006 to
accommodate the increase in event activity at the
Showgrounds. The team also actively promoted the RNA as a

In fact, not a day goes by when the Showgrounds are not

preferred event venue at Trade Shows, a strategy that worked

in use.

well and will be repeated in 2007 to include trade exhibitions

In 2006, the RNA saw a 10 per cent increase in new events

in NSW and Victoria.

held at the Showgrounds. Speciﬁcally, 237 different events

The RNA Showgrounds website was redeveloped to improve its

used our indoor venues and outdoor exhibition spaces,

useability. The new site enables you to match your event to the

attracting more than 500,000 people throughout the year.

perfect RNA venue at the click of a button. The site has been

Successful new events included the Motor Bike Show,

well received by event organisers and venue hirers.

Tradesman’s Expo, Irrigation Australia Trade Show and

The expertise and skills of the RNA’s event production team was

Conference, Amazing Human Bodies, Rock the Vote, Laser

well received this year. Our ‘Flexible Rentals’ package, which

tag and the Cream Awards. The RNA also partnered long-

includes full-service catering and event theming through our

time sponsor RACQ, to jointly organise and run the inaugural

preferred suppliers and the introduction of Party, Conference

Motoring of Yesteryear Event, which will become a signature

and Wedding Packages, made event organising easy for smaller

event in the future.

private functions. Partial venue hire was successfully introduced

Returning to its original use back in the 1900’s as a sporting
venue, the Showgrounds are again being used as a sporting
ground for the Brisbane Touch Football Association’s weekly
matches. The RNA also assisted the Leukaemia Foundation,
Mater Hospital and Queensland Fire and Rescue Service by
providing use of our facilities free of charge.

this year to make way for smaller events.

THE ROYAL QUEENSLAND SHOW

EKKA
The first Show
Bowen Park was chosen in January 1876 as the site for the
ﬁrst Show and by March of that year, 1,000 pounds had been
donated to improve the park. Bowen Park was situated on 6.8
hectares bound by Bowen Bridge Road, Gregory Terrace and a
creek which ran through the centre of the present Main Arena
and Sideshow Alley.
Admission to the ﬁrst Show was ﬁxed at 2/6 for adults
(around 25c) for the ﬁrst half of the show and one shilling
thereafter. School children were admitted free. A public
holiday was declared and the ﬁrst Show proved a triumph
beyond all expectation.
Called “The Intercolonial Exhibition of 1876”, the RNA’s ﬁrst
Show was held from August 22 to 26. On the opening day
17,000 people attended - a great feat at a time when the
total population of Brisbane was only 22,000. The ﬁrst actual
“Brisbane Royal Show” was held in 1921, when the Association
was granted the preﬁx “Royal” under warrant from His Majesty
King George V.

The many facets
of the Show

Competing at the Ekka

Planning for those ten special days
in August

categories:

It’s the very essence of the Show and thousands of entries are
received from across Australia every year in the following major

- Apiculture (Bees and Honey)
- Cattle (Stud Beef Cattle, Prime Beef, Led Steer and Dairy Cattle)
- Creative Arts and Crafts (Painting, Craft, Cookery and
Photography)

COMPETITION

- Dairy Produce and Farmhouse Cheeses
- Dogs
- Education on Show
BUSINESS

- Farriers and Blacksmiths
- Fruit, District Exhibits
- Fruit Wines
- Goats (Boer Goats, Dairy Goats)

MARKETING

- Horses (Stud Horses, Horses in Action, Showjumping)

EKKA
ENTERTAINMENT

- Horticulture
- Pisciculture (Aquarium Fish)
- Poultry, Pigeons and Birds
- Quilting
- Royal Queensland Wine Show
- Sheep (Sheep Dog Trials, Wool, Stud Angoras, Mohair Fleece)

SHOWGROUND SERVICES

- Woodchop
- Young Judges
A win at the Ekka can add signiﬁcant value to your business.

CEREMONY

It can launch careers and raise your public proﬁle. It’s serious
business and competitors begin preparations many months
before the Ekka gates open.

As the biggest event in Queensland, it takes a full twelve

At the RNA, a team of eight people work in competition entries

months of planning to ensure the Show is a success year after

– coordinating the competition schedules, registering entries,

year. Whether you’re ﬁve or 95 years of age, the Ekka appeals

organising trophies and distributing prize money.

to different people in different ways, and every year attracts
over half a million people, 30,000 competition entries, 10,000

Four new competitions were introduced in 2006 including

animals, 500 exhibitors and 300 entertainers.

chainsawing, giant vegetables, felting and glass craft.

So, as soon as the gates close on one Ekka, planning begins

Despite the effects of drought, 2006 saw an overall increase

for the next! Following is an overview of the activities and

in livestock competition entries, particularly in beef cattle

initiatives of all areas of the Show in 2006 from competition

showings. Education on Show entries (open to school children)

entries to all the ceremony and tradition that forms part of the

enjoyed a 22 per cent increase and woodchop had a whopping

best loved event in town – your Ekka!

36 per cent increase in entries.
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The Royal Queensland Wine Show and Awards Dinner in

The Brisbane City Council Health Department reported a

July 2006 saw almost 3,000 entries from 300 Australian

high standard of food management practices for food stall

wineries vie for trophies. Majella Wines from the Coonawarra

holders and caterers and had no major issues to report. From

district in South Australia was awarded the champion wine

an overall safety perspective, the 2006 Ekka had the lowest

of Show, receiving the Courier-Mail trophy for its 2004

number of incidents on record, indicating the effectiveness

Majella Cabernet.

of the RNA’s safety procedures and guidelines.

In 2007, further use of our ﬁbre optic network will enable
real-time recording of competition results, improved
processes and greater efﬁciency in this area.

The Ekka is BIG BUSINESS

New in 2007!
Further consideration is being given to the layout of pavilions
for Ekka 2007 to increase the ﬂow of trafﬁc through all
areas. New opportunities for exhibitors will include the
National Animal Boulevard, a dedicated educational precinct

Exhibitor leasing, Showbags, Carnival operators,

in Alexandria Street where all Show animals will be on

Workplace health and safety

permanent display. It will include the merging of popular

With a captured audience of thousands of people daily, the
Ekka is arguably the State’s leading marketplace for all types
of business. The Show has always been a forum for
businesses to showcase their products and innovations, and
this continues today.
Vying for an exhibitor space at the Ekka is competitive, with
just one in three applications being accepted due to space
constraints. The RNA’s Ekka exhibitor leasing team are
always ﬁnding new and creative ways to market businesses
and ﬁnd more space to lease!
In 2006 the team exceeded its leasing target by 2.5 per
cent, representing a 12 per cent increase on the 2005 year
budget. A record number of carnival operators, caterers and
commercial exhibitors contributed to the success of the
2006 Ekka. Following the Show, exhibitors were asked to rate
their experience in a range of areas from sales to service,
with the majority returning an ‘excellent’ or ‘good’ rating and
indicating their strong willingness to return in 2007.

pavilions Farmyard Friends and Barnyard Babies, the
popular Horse Breeds Expo, and the creation of new areas
showcasing ten breeds of both dairy and beef cattle, as well
as cats, dogs, ﬁsh and birds.
The development of the National Animal Boulevard in
buildings eight through twelve in Alexandria Street will
require the relocation of commercial space from Alexandria
Street buildings to other areas of the Showgrounds. This
will provide an opportunity to relocate commercial displays
into themed areas and pavilions vacated by the fragmented
animal displays.
New exhibitor pavilions at Ekka 2007 will include: Country
Style; Visiting Nations (incorporating a new restaurant);
Fashion & Style; Home and Outdoor Living; and a dedicated
Kids Zone in the Showbag Pavilion ﬁlled with children’s toys,
novelties and educational resources.

Promoting the Ekka

Entertaining the crowds

Integrated Marketing Communication including

The entertainment team at the RNA has the fun task of ﬁnding

sponsorship, marketing, advertising and public relations.

new and exciting performers to woo the crowds each year.

Building excitement and awareness of the Show in the months

In 2006 some of the most popular new entertainers included

leading up to gates opening, is critical to the Show’s economic

the Buffalo Bill and Bison Show and Bulldust and Spangles.

viability and overall success.

The NOVA live and loud concert series and NOVA Park grew in
popularity, indicating that live music is a ﬁrm Ekka favourite.

All marketing and communication activities are aimed at
increasing attendance, regaining the attendance of lapsed
patrons, improving the perception of value for money and

Rock School also attracted huge crowds of secondary school
students to the ﬁnal performance, where the winning rock
band was declared.

improving the satisfaction rating of RNA Members and
general visitors.

Due to popular demand, Stefanie Smith, the human cannonball
returned to the Energex Green Arena for the second consecutive

Communication messages are tailored primarily for children,
who are our main target market and secondly to parents. The
Ekka is positioned as a place for families and as such, our

year and our interactive stages proved once again that we are
all performers at heart, with many Ekka visitors competing in
our singing, burping and dancing on-stage competitions.

ﬂexible ticket options, the entertainment program and ‘value
for money’ messages were heavily promoted.

The Dairy Farmers Fireworks continued to attract the crowds
nightly. 2006 marked the 30th consecutive year that master

In 2006, a new marketing theme, Ekka Fresh, had fun
applications throughout the marketing collateral including

pyrotechician Ian Riedel has created colour and magic in the
skies above the RNA Showgrounds.

advertising, signage, billboards, banners and media, and was
well received by visitors.

This year entertainment was grouped into seven key zones to
make it easy for visitors to ﬁnd their favourite spot, including:

The e-newsletter component of this campaign was recognised
and awarded at the International Association of Fairs and
Expos Hall of Honor Communications Awards held in the USA
in December 2006.
The 2006 campaign was greatly enhanced by our relationship
with the media, particularly with Channel 9, the Ekka’s ofﬁcial
media partner. Media across Australia actively covered many
aspects of the Ekka and worked closely with the RNA’s public
relations team in the lead up and during the Show.
Sponsorship support remains strong for the annual Ekka. In
2006 sponsorships increased to just over $1 million. In 2007,
the marketing team will grow to include three new positions,
enabling us to better service our sponsors and assist them in
ﬁnding ways to gain even better value for their sponsor dollar.

Our thanks go to all the 2006 Ekka sponsors.
Grand Champion

Champion

the Fun and Games Zone, Nova Park, the Family Zone, the
Night-time Party Zone, Retail Therapy Zone, Sunny Queen Smile
Zone, Fashion and Flavours Zone and the Energex Green Arena.
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Showground services

Ceremony

Keeping the Showgrounds clean and ready for visitors during

Since the ﬁrst Show back in the 1800’s the Ofﬁcial Opening

the Ekka is a big task.

Ceremony for the Royal Queensland Show has always been a
grand affair involving Church leaders, the Governor-General,

Twenty-six full time grounds staff and a number of
volunteers work round the clock to ensure animals, visitors
and exhibitors have everything they need and that the
Showgrounds are safe, clean and presentable. Prior to the
Ekka, a maintenance program is undertaken to ensure the
grounds are green and in good order, that Grandstands are

military and mounted police. The ofﬁcial opening ceremony
is always held on the ﬁrst Saturday of the Show at 12 noon
and involves the blessing of the plough and other traditions.
The Governor-General, His Excellency Major General
Michael Jeffery AC, CVO, MC declared the 2006 Ekka open
on 12 August.

painted and repaired and pavilions ready for the inﬂux of
animals, exhibitors and Show patrons.

Ceremony is as much a part of the Ekka today as it was
all those years ago. Throughout the ten days of the Show,

Fortunately the RNA has access to bore water, so keeping the
grounds green in times of water restrictions is possible.

the RNA President Dr Vivian Edwards OAM hosts lunches
and dinners for visiting dignitaries, VIPs and Queensland

In 2006, the amount of waste swelled by 93 tonnes, an

Government members. Queensland Cabinet always meets at

increase of 27 per cent on Ekka 2005.

the Showgrounds on the ﬁrst Monday of the Show, providing
an opportunity for Members of Parliament to mingle with

In preparation for Ekka 2006, following are just some of the

the people.

items organised by the grounds crew in readiness for our
major event: 3,500 metres of bedding for beef cattle and

Ladies attending events at the Council stand receive

horses; 60 metres of sawdust shavings and 14 bails of straw

corsages of beautiful native ﬂowers daily and Councillors

for poultry; 73 domestic fridges, 12 bar fridges and 3 freezes;

have their coats dry cleaned. It’s all part of the tradition that

1,200 metres of fencing; 50, 3kg bags of volcanic rock to use

has accompanied the RNA since its formation 130 years ago.

as a drain ﬁlter; 100 dozen wine glasses; 2,400 metres of
timber; 350 cartons of hand towels; 300 packets of jumbo
toilet rolls; 250 boxes of bin liners; and 60 cartons of
hand cleaner.

Blue Ribbon

Media Partners

Another tradition is the Grand Parade, held on People’s Day
in the Main Arena. The Grand Parade displays the champion
livestock of the Show, proudly wearing the red, white and
blue ribbon of champions.
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE STATEMENT
THE ROYAL NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL
ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND (“the Association”) is

The Council

incorporated under the Royal National Agricultural and

The Association is governed by a Council that is constituted by

Industrial Association of Queensland Act 1971 (“the Act”) and

the President, the Senior Vice-President, Junior Vice-President

operates under the provisions of the Act.

and eighteen members elected from the general body of

The Association has established Objects, Rules and By-laws to

members.

effectively conduct its affairs and operations.

The Council meets monthly, or as required.

Under the Act, the Minister must approve any changes to the

With the exception of Junior and Corporate members, all other

Objects and Rules of the Association and receive the annual

members of the Association are permitted to hold ofﬁce and

ﬁnancial reports. The Association cannot sell its land without

vote at any meetings of the members of the Association.

the approval of the Governor in Council.
While not required under the Act, the Association endeavours

Councillors

where possible to conduct its business to the standards and

Councillors are elected for a two year term. The Council

requirements of a public company, and in compliance with the

may appoint an eligible member to ﬁll a casual vacancy. A

spirit of applicable legislation.

Councillor may not seek election or re-election after attaining
72 years of age.
The President, the two Vice-Presidents and nine Councillors are
elected each year by the members.
Honorary Councillors may be appointed in recognition of past
outstanding service to the Association. Honorary Councillors
receive no remuneration, and are not entitled to attend or vote
at Council Meetings.

The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

continued

Committees

Audit And Compliance

An Executive Committee is established under the Objects

The Association is subject to independent external audit.

and Rules and has the control of the ﬁnancial administration,
management, planning, strategic development and general
business of the Association. It comprises the President,
two Vice-Presidents, Honorary Treasurer and three members
of Council. The Executive Committee meets monthly or
as required.
The Executive Committee or Council may from time to time
appoint Committees consisting of such members of Council

Internal Controls
Internal control systems are established to minimise risk and
promote efﬁciency.
The Council receives comprehensive monthly ﬁnancial and
operational reports, and measures performance against
detailed annual budgets.

and other persons as it may decide. A Committee has the

The Executive Committee reports and distributes its meeting

power to appoint a sub-committee of its members and other

minutes to each Council meeting.

persons for the purpose of considering such matters referred

Funds under management are subject to investment policies

to it as it considers desirable.

that minimise risk and seek fair returns.

Councillors are elected annually to Committee membership
by the Council. Most Councillors serve on one or more
Committees. Some Committees have invited external members
who possess particular skills or expertise. The President and
Vice-Presidents are ex-ofﬁcio members of all Committees.

Risk Management
The Association has adopted a range of risk management
practices to address both normal business operational
risk, and those speciﬁc to the activities of the Association

Seven Committees are established to assist in the conduct

- including bio-security, crowd control, and environmental

of the Association’s general operations - Budget; Marketing;

risks. These practices include periodic and speciﬁc external

Development; House; Space and Letting; Agricultural

risk reviews.

Development; and Future Directions.
In addition to the Sectional Committees, a number of other
Committees are established to assist in the general conduct of
the Royal Queensland Show - Entries; Veterinary; Joint Stock;

Where possible, risks are externally insured.
Councillors are covered by indemnities extended by the Act.
Employees of the Association are covered by Directors’ and
Ofﬁcers’ Liability Insurance.

and Appeals and Disciplinary.

Chief Executive

Reporting
The Council reports to members through publication of an

The Executive Committee appoints a Chief Executive to
manage the affairs of the Association.

Remuneration

Annual Report and ﬁnancial statements, and at an Annual
General Meeting and periodically through newsletters and
other means.
As required by the Act, the Association also submits a certiﬁed

Councillors and Honorary Councillors receive no remuneration.

copy of the Annual Report to the Chief Executive of the relevant

They may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in

Government Department.

attending meetings of the Council.
The remuneration and terms of employment of the Chief
Executive and senior executives is determined by the Executive
Committee, and takes into account current comparable market
remuneration and the desire to attract and retain quality staff
with appropriate skills and experience.
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INCOME STATEMENT
For the year ended 31 December 2006
Note

2006

2005

$

$

Revenue
Royal Queensland Show

3

11,705,476

11,186,936

Rent from ground facilities

3

2,560,129

2,546,118

Interest revenue

3

908,205

778,021

Other

3

357,887

240,786

1,451

0

136,365

81,922

15,669,513

14,833,783

Gain on disposal of property, plant and equipment
Capital grants and subsidies

3

Total revenue
Expenses
Employee costs

4

3,977,645

3,740,628

Materials and services

5

8,989,787

8,776,126

Depreciation and amortisation

6

1,166,303

1,006,841

0

506

14,133,735

13,524,101

1,535,778

1,309,682

Loss on disposal of property, plant and equipment sold
Total expenses
Net operating surplus/(deﬁcit)

The income statement is to be read in conjunction with the notes to the ﬁnancial statements set out on pages 33 to 46.

The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland

BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 December 2006
Note

2006

2005

$

$

Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents

7

337,519

530,004

Trade and other receivables

8

221,430

357,802

Other ﬁnancial assets

9

9,771,854

7,116,206

97,584

118,032

455,982

383,427

10,884,369

8,505,471

Inventories
Other assets
Total current assets
Non-current assets
Other ﬁnancial assets

9

4,907,273

4,778,753

Intangible assets

11

115,817

110,786

Property, plant and equipment

10

14,286,674

15,088,233

Total non-current assets

19,309,764

19,977,772

Total assets

30,194,133

28,483,243

672,253

689,909

241,173

322,115

221,895

227,483

1,135,321

1,239,507

15,317

9,046

15,317

9,046

1,150,638

1,248,553

29,043,495

27,234,690

21,037,071

19,501,293

7,765,242

7,500,480

241,182

232,917

29,043,495

27,234,690

Current liabilities
Trade and other payables

12

Other liabilities
Provisions

13

Total current liabilities
Non-current liabilities
Provisions
Total non-current liabilities
Total liabilities
Net assets

13

Funds
Retained earnings
Reserves
Trust funds
Total funds

The balance sheet is to be read in conjunction with the notes to the ﬁnancial statements set out on pages 33 to 46.

31

The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
For the year ended 31 December 2006
Rain

Asset

General

Asset

Retained

Trust

Total

protection

replacement

reserve

revaluation

earnings

funds

funds

reserve

reserve

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

3,500,000

3,375,000

125,775

499,705

19,501,293

Revaluation increment

-

-

-

264,762

-

-

264,762

Transfer from reserve

-

-

-

-

-

8,265

8,265

Proﬁt for the year

-

-

-

-

1,535,778

-

1,535,778

3,500,000

3,375,000

125,775

764,467

21,037,071

Balance at 31 December 2005

reserve

232,917 27,234,690

Changes in equity for 2006

Balance at 31 December 2006

241,182 29,043,495

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
For the year ended 31 December 2005
Rain

Asset

General

Asset

Retained

Trust

Total

protection

replacement

reserve

revaluation

earnings

funds

funds

reserve

reserve

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

3,500,000

3,375,000

125,775

318,077

18,191,611

Revaluation increment

-

-

-

181,628

-

-

181,628

Transfer from reserve

-

-

-

-

-

8,693

8,693

Proﬁt for the year

-

-

-

-

1,309,682

-

1,309,682

3,500,000

3,375,000

125,775

499,705

19,501,293

Balance at 31 December 2004

reserve

224,224 25,734,687

Changes in equity for 2005

Balance at 31 December 2005

232,917 27,234,690

The statement of changes in equity is to be read in conjunction with the notes to the ﬁnancial statements set out on pages 33 to 46.
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CASH FLOW STATEMENT
For the year ended 31 December 2006
Note

2006

2005

$

$

Receipts from customers

15,689,546

14,975,608

Payments to suppliers and employees

(13,869,141)

(13,377,065)

Cash ﬂows from operating activities

874,839

Interest received

0

Interest paid
Net cash provided by operating activities

772,748

14(ii)

(66)

2,695,244

2,371,225

2,773

20,591

Cash ﬂows from investing activities
Proceeds from sale of property, plant and equipment

(371,097)

(1,754,585)

(Payments for) / proceeds from other ﬁnancial assets

(2,519,405)

(222,364)

Net cash (used in) by investing activities

(2,887,729)

(1,956,358)

Payments for property, plant and equipment

Net increase / (decrease) in cash held

(192,485)

414,867

Cash at the beginning of the year

530,004

115,137

337,519

530,004

Cash at the end of the year

14(i)

The cash ﬂow statement is to be read in conjunction with the notes to the ﬁnancial statements set out on pages 33 to 46.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 December 2006
1. The Association

Sale of non-current assets
The gain or deﬁcit on disposal is calculated as the difference

The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association

between the carrying amount of the asset at the time of

of Queensland (“the Association”) is a body corporate,

disposal and the net proceeds on disposal.

incorporated under the Royal National Agricultural and

Industrial Association of Queensland Act 1971 as amended.

Other revenue
Other revenue includes revenue from car parking, special

2. Statement of signiﬁcant
accounting policies
The signiﬁcant policies which have been adopted in the
preparation of this ﬁnancial report are:
(a) Basis of preparation
The ﬁnancial report is a general purpose ﬁnancial report, which
has been prepared in accordance with Australian Equivalents
to International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), UIG
Interpretations and other authoritative pronouncements of the

exhibition charges, secretarial fee, signage revenue and sundry
revenue and is recognised on an accrual basis.
Capital grants and subsidies
Capital grants and subsidies are recognised as revenue when
control is obtained, usually upon receipt of cash.
(c) Income Tax
The Association is an exempt body under Section 50-40 of the

Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 and is accordingly not liable
for income tax.

Australian Accounting Standards Board.

(d) Goods and services tax

It has been prepared on an historical cost basis, modiﬁed

Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the

by the revaluation of selected non-current assets, and

amount of goods and services tax (GST), except where the

ﬁnancial assets and liabilities for which the fair value basis of

amount of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Australian

accounting has been applied.

Taxation Ofﬁce (ATO). In these circumstances, the GST is

The accounting policies have been consistently applied and,
except where there is a change in accounting policy, are
consistent with those of the previous year.
As the Association is a non proﬁt entity, the terms “proﬁt and

recognised as part of the cost of acquisition of the asset or as
part of an item of the expense.
Receivables and payables are stated with the amount of GST
included.

loss” do not correctly describe the nature of the Association’s

The net amount of GST recoverable from, or payable to, the

activities. Accordingly, the words surplus/(deﬁcit) have been

ATO is included as a current asset or liability in the balance

substituted for the terms proﬁt/(loss) prescribed in Australian

sheet.

Equivalents to IFRS AASB 101 Presentation of Financial

Cash ﬂows are included in the statement of cash ﬂows on a

Statements.

gross basis. The GST components of cash ﬂows arising from

Unless mandatory application exists, no new standards issued

investing and ﬁnancing activities which are recoverable from,

since balance date have been applied in the preparation of

or payable to, the ATO are classiﬁed as operating cash ﬂows.

this ﬁnancial report.

(e) Cash and cash equivalents – Note 7

(b) Revenue recognition – Note 3

Cash and cash equivalents are carried at face value of the

Royal Queensland Show

amounts deposited or drawn.

Royal Queensland Show and ground rental revenue is

(f) Trade and other receivables – Note 8

recognised in the year it is earned.
Interest revenue
Interest revenue is recognised as it accrues, taking into
account the effective yield on the ﬁnancial asset.

The collectability of debts is assessed at year-end and speciﬁc
provision is made for any impairment.

The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 December 2006
Trade debtors and other debtors

The depreciation/amortisation rates used for each class of

Certain trade debtors’ accounts specify a speciﬁc due date and

asset are as follows:

those accounts are payable on that date. Other debtors which

2006

2005

within 60 days.

Buildings and ground improvements 2% - 5%

2% - 5%

(g) Other ﬁnancial assets – Note 9

Plant and equipment

Bank short term deposits (current assets)

Substations and electrical equipment

have no speciﬁc due date for payment are normally settled

10% - 20% 10% - 20%
5%

5%

The term deposits are shown at cost. Interest is accrued at the
contracted rate and included in “other debtors”.

Assets are ﬁrst depreciated or amortised in the year of

Long term investment portfolio (non-current assets)

acquisition or in respect of internally constructed assets in the

Long term investments consist of investments in twelve

year the asset is completed and held ready for use.

wholesale managed unit trust investment funds. The funds

(j) Intangible assets – Note 11

are managed by Navigator-Personal Investment Plan and have
no maturity date. These investments are available-for-sale
ﬁnancial assets and are reﬂected at fair value. Unrealised
gains and losses arising from changes in fair value are taken

Intangible assets consist of computer software acquired to
assist in managing the operations of the Association. The
computer software is amortised at a rate of 30%.

directly to equity to the extent possible.

(k) Impairment of assets

Fair value

At each reporting date, the Association reviews the carrying

Fair value is determined based on current bid prices for all

value of its tangible and intangible assets to determine

quoted investments.

whether there is any indication that those assets have been

(h) Inventories

impaired. If such an indication exists, the recoverable amount
of the asset, being the higher of the asset’s fair value less

Inventories are carried at the lower of cost and net realisable

costs to sell and value in use, is compared to the asset’s

value. Inventories are primarily consumable stores used by the

carrying value. Any excess of the asset’s carrying value over its

Association in its operations.

recoverable amount is expensed to the income statement.

(i) Property, plant and equipment – Note 10

Where it is not possible to estimate the recoverable amount of

Each class of property, plant and equipment is carried at

the individual asset, the Association estimates the recoverable

cost or fair value less, where applicable, any accumulated

amount of the cash-generating unit to which the asset belongs.

depreciation and impairment losses.

(l) Trade and other payables – Note 12

Acquisition

Liabilities are recognised for amounts to be paid in the future

Items of property, plant and equipment are recorded at cost.

for goods or services received, whether or not billed to the

Depreciation and amortisation

Association. Trade accounts payable are normally settled

Items of property, plant and equipment including buildings

within 60 days.

and ground improvements are depreciated/amortised

(m) Provisions – Note 13

using the straight-line method over their estimated useful
lives. Depreciation and amortisation rates and methods are
reviewed annually for appropriateness.

A provision is recognised when there is a legal, equitable or
constructive obligation as a result of a past event and it is
probable that an outﬂow of economic beneﬁt will be required
to settle the obligation, the timing or amount of which is
uncertain.
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For the year ended 31 December 2006
(n) Employee beneﬁts – Note 13
Wages, salaries and annual leave

by-pass tunnel. Nil transfers (2005: Nil) took place during
the year.

Liabilities for employee beneﬁts for wages and salaries

The Asset Revaluation Reserve contains the revaluation

(including non-monetary beneﬁts), and annual leave to be

increment on the Navigator unit trust from valuing the

settled within 12 months of the reporting date represent

investment at fair value.

present obligations resulting from employees’ services
provided up to the reporting date, calculated at undiscounted
amounts based on remuneration rates that the Association

The Association has recorded a General Reserve for nonspeciﬁc purposes. There were Nil transfers to/from the General
Reserve during the year (2005: Nil).

expects to pay including related on-costs. Amounts payable
over a period of greater than 12 months are discounted to their

(q) Trust Funds

present values of estimated future cashﬂows.

The Association from time to time receives monies from third

Long service leave

parties to be held in trust and used for speciﬁc prize payments

The provision for employee beneﬁts for long service leave

where the particular prize is eligible to be paid. These monies

represents the present value of the estimated future cash

accrue interest at the average term deposit rate with any prizes

outﬂows to be made resulting from employees’ services

paid deducted from the balance of the trust fund.

provided up to reporting date.

(r) Comparatives

The provision is calculated using expected future increases in

Where required by Australian Equivalents to International

wage and salary rates including related on-costs and expected

Financial Reporting Standards, comparative ﬁgures have been

settlement dates based on turnover history and is discounted

adjusted to conform to changes in presentation and disclosure

using the rates attaching to national government securities at

for the current year.

balance date which most closely match the terms of maturity of
the related liabilities. The unwinding of the discount is treated
as long service leave expense.
Superannuation plan
The Association contributes to several deﬁned contribution
employee superannuation plans. Contributions are charged to
the income statement as incurred. Further information is set
out in Note 15.
(o) Leases

(s) Critical Accounting Estimates and Judgements
The Councillors evaluate estimates and judgements
incorporated into the ﬁnancial report based on historical
knowledge and best available current information. Estimates
assume a reasonable expectation of future events and
are based on current trends and economic data, obtained
externally and internally.
Impairment
The Councillors assess impairment at each reporting date by

The Association only enters into operating leases. Lease

evaluating conditions speciﬁc to the Association that may lead

payments for operating leases, where substantially all the risks

to impairment of assets. Where an impairment trigger exists,

and beneﬁts remain with the lessor, are charged as expenses

the recoverable amount of the asset is determined. Value

in the periods in which they are incurred.

in use calculations are performed in assessing recoverable

(p) Reserves

amounts and incorporate a number of key estimates.

The Association, in order to provide a reserve against reduced

Useful lives of Property, Plant and Equipment

gate takings due to inclement weather in a particular year,

Useful lives of property, plant and equipment are based

appropriates from time to time certain surpluses to the Rain

upon expectations of the consumption of the assets at their

Protection Reserve. Nil transfers (2005: Nil) took place during

acquisition date and are re-assessed annually. The actual

the year.

useful lives of property, plant and equipment may vary for
various reasons from the useful lives adopted for depreciation

The Asset Replacement Reserve is to be used for replacement
of buildings demolished as a result of the Brisbane City Council

purposes.

The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 December 2006
2006

2005

$

$

Gate receipts

5,328,818

5,296,085

Show rents

3,586,718

3,194,447

1,001,107

964,350

Competition entry fees

611,729

567,125

Membership subscription

382,210

385,055

Bar sales

539,142

538,251

Sundry show revenue

255,752

241,623

11,705,476

11,186,936

1,611,759

1,561,826

Special exhibition car parking

440,498

454,565

Recovered overheads

340,000

384,454

167,872

145,273

2,560,129

2,546,118

Term deposits

475,986

380,188

Unit trusts

387,504

357,604

44,715

40,229

908,205

778,021

4,471

3,358

353,416

237,428

357,887

240,786

1,451

0

136,365

81,922

137,816

81,922

495,703

322,708

15,669,513

14,833,783

3 Revenue
Royal Queensland Show

Advertising and sponsorship

Rent from ground facilities
Special exhibition rent

Sundry rent from ground facilities

Interest revenue

Other

Other revenues
Sundry revenue
Carpark – RBH

Gain on disposal of property, plant and equipment
Capital grants and subsidies

Total other revenues
Total revenue
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2006

2005

$

$

3,658,842

3,447,620

254,695

248,583

64,108

44,425

3,977,645

3,740,628

339,032

239,042

13,776

19,295

0

0

4 Employee costs
Salary and wages
Superannuation expense
Fringe beneﬁts tax

5 Material and services
Advertising
Auditors remuneration
Audit services
Other services – tax advice
Bad debts (including increase/(decrease) in provision)

(15,381)

Consultants

411,037

478,245

Cost of bar stock sold

175,288

191,743

Electricity and gas

340,800

296,060

1,124,052

1,111,189

Lease expense

36,916

32,903

Insurance

557,537

649,754

Maintenance

525,146

593,260

Materials

147,352

123,092

Postage and telephone

134,953

137,984

Printing and stationery

173,093

215,475

Prizes and ribbons

408,342

398,582

Rates and utility charges

685,859

711,708

Other show expenses *

2,406,716

2,449,793

Other materials and services

1,525,269

1,127,925

8,989,787

8,776,126

Show acts

76

*Other show expenses includes expenses such as catering, cleaning, ticketing commissions, contract labour, hire of equipment
and security.
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2006

2005

$

$

594,142

547,145

Depreciation of motor vehicles

59,082

41,410

Depreciation of plant and equipment – grounds

90,844

78,522

Depreciation of plant and equipment – buildings

157,596

113,224

Depreciation of furniture and ﬁttings

101,100

77,955

Depreciation of sub-stations and electrical

111,082

110,524

52,457

38,061

1,166,303

1,006,841

337,519

530,004

195,952

273,485

6. Depreciation and amortisation
Depreciation of buildings and improvements

Amortisation of computer software

7. Cash and cash equivalents
Cash at bank and on hand

8. Trade and other receivables
Current
Trade debtors
Provision for impairment

(4,619)

Other debtors

30,097

104,317

221,430

357,802

9,771,854

7,116,206

9,771,854

7,116,206

4,907,273

4,778,753

4,907,273

4,778,753

(20,000)

9. Other ﬁnancial assets
Current
Term deposits

Non-current
Investments in unit trusts at fair value

Short-term deposits
Short-term deposits at 31 December 2006 mature within 30 days and pay an interest rate of 6.20% (2005: mature within 60 days
and pay interest at rates between 5.60% and 5.70%).
Investments in unit trusts
Investments in unit trusts are carried at fair value.
The fair value of the investments in unit trusts is determined by reference to the quoted market price at balance date.

39

The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 December 2006
2006

2005

$

$

96,880

96,880

23,514,139

23,514,139

(11,835,502)

(11,241,360)

11,678,637

12,272,779

7,992,142

7,705,936

(5,969,680)

(5,580,240)

2,022,462

2,125,696

At cost

2,208,607

2,201,708

Accumulated depreciation

(1,719,912)

(1,608,830)

10. Property, plant and equipment
Freehold land – at cost
Buildings and ground improvements
At cost
Accumulated depreciation

Plant and equipment
At cost
Accumulated depreciation

Sub-stations and electrical equipment

Total property, plant and equipment net book value

488,695

592,878

14,286,674

15,088,233

Reconciliations
Reconciliations of the carrying amounts for each class of property, plant and equipment are set out below:
Freehold land
Carrying amount at beginning of year

96,880

96,880

Carrying amount at end of year

96,880

96,880

12,272,779

12,834,899

Additions

0

0

Disposals

0

Buildings
Carrying amount at beginning of year

Depreciation Expense
Depreciation on Disposal
Carrying amount at end of year

(594,142)

(45,426)
(547,145)

0

30,451

11,678,637

12,272,779
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2006

2005

$

$

2,125,696

705,607

Additions

306,710

1,737,322

Disposals

(20,505)

(242,905)

19,183

236,783

10. Property, plant and equipment (continued)
Plant and equipment
Carrying amount at beginning of year

Depreciation on Disposal
Depreciation Expense
Carrying amount at end of year

(408,622)

(311,111)

2,022,462

2,125,696

592,878

700,101

6,899

3,300

Sub-stations and electrical equipment
Carrying amount at beginning of year
Additions
Depreciation Expense

(111,082)

(110,523)

Carrying amount at end of year

488,695

592,878

14,286,674

15,088,233

Total carrying value of property, plant and equipment
Current valuation of land and buildings

The Association is incorporated under the Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland Act 1971 (“the Act”)
and operates under the provisions of that Act. In accordance with the Act, the Association cannot sell its land without the approval
of the Governor in Council.
Given the special purpose nature of the land and the restrictions imposed by the Act on the Associations ability to deal with the
land, the Councillors most recent valuation of freehold land was carried out as at 31 December 2006 on the basis of rateable value.
This value was $24,000,000.
With respect to the current value of the Association’s buildings, the Councillors commissioned an independent valuation in March
2006 prepared on the basis of reinstatement cost for insurance purposes. The independent valuation of reinstatement cost of the
Association’s buildings resulted in a valuation of $96,744,000.
As freehold land and buildings are recorded at cost, the above valuations have not been brought to account.
The Commonwealth Bank holds mortgages over certain land of the Association, however no debt is owing to this party and the
charge exists to facilitate re-establishment of facilities should the Association require such.
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2006

2005

$

$

11. Intangible assets
Computer software at cost

277,217

219,729

Accumulated amortisation

(161,400)

(108,943)

115,817

110,786

110,786

134,883

57,488

13,964

Net carrying value
Reconciliations
Reconciliations of the carrying amounts for each class of intangible asset are set out below:
Computer software
Carrying amount at beginning of year
Additions

0

Disposals

0

Amortisation Expense

(52,457)

(38,061)

Carrying amount at end of year

115,817

110,786

Unsecured trade creditors

320,925

316,128

Other creditors and accruals

145,922

156,098

Annual leave

205,406

217,683

672,253

689,909

12. Trade and other payables

13. Provisions
Current
Insurance claims excess
Provision for long service leave

25,000

25,000

196,895

202,483

221,895

227,483

15,317

9,046

15,317

9,046

237,212

236,529

Non-current
Provision for long service leave
Total provisions

The present values of employee beneﬁts not expected to be settled within 12 months of balance date have been calculated using
the following weighted averages:
2006

2005

4%

4%

5.5%

5.5%

10

10

53

56

Assumed rate of increase in wages and salary rates
Discount rate
Settlement term (years)
Number of employees
Number of employees at year-end

During the year the Association employed a number of temporary and casual staff to assist with the Royal Queensland Show and car
parking for special exhibitions. These employees are not reﬂected in the year end numbers above.
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2006

2005

$

$

14. Notes to the statement of cash ﬂows
(i) Reconciliation of cash
For the purposes of the statement of cash ﬂows, cash and cash equivalents includes cash on hand and at bank, net of outstanding
bank overdrafts. Cash as at the end of the ﬁnancial year as shown in the statement of cash ﬂows is reconciled to the related items in
the balance sheet as follows:
2,900

2,900

Cash at bank

334,619

527,104

Total cash

337,519

530,004

1,535,778

1,309,682

Cash on hand

(ii) Reconciliation of cash ﬂow from operations with operating surplus
Surplus from ordinary activities after income tax
Add/(less) items classiﬁed as investing/ﬁnancing activities:
(Gain)/loss on sale of non-current assets

(1,451)

506

Add/(less) non-cash items:
Depreciation and amortisation

1,166,303

1,006,841

(11,594)

47,381

(Increase)/decrease in inventories

20,446

(48,647)

(Increase) in other assets

(72,555)

(68,923)

Amounts set aside to provisions
Change in assets and liabilities during the year:

(Increase)/decrease in trade and other receivables
Increase in trade and other payables
Increase/(decrease) in other liabilities
Increase in trust funds
Cash ﬂow from operations

125,200
5,793
(80,942)

(90,679)
103,987
102,384

8,266

8,693

2,695,244

2,371,225
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2006

2005

$

$

15. Superannuation
The Association continued contributions to accumulated contribution plans during the year. Contributions paid during the year and
payable at 31 December 2006 are as follows:
(i) Contributions paid
183,329

173,277

38,810

52,319

AR & AM Becconsall Super Fund

7,382

2,239

ASGARD Wealth Solutions

5,284

0

Australian Super

107

0

Suncorp Life & Superannuation

143

0

Superwrap – Personal Super Plan

113

0

Virgin Superannuation

104

0

235,272

227,835

14,533

15,782

AMP Super Leader

4,079

4,912

AR & AM Becconsall Super Fund

2,376

0

20,988

20,694

Sunsuper
AMP Super Leader

(ii) Contributions payable
Sunsuper
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16. Financial Instruments
(a) Interest rate risk exposures
The Association’s exposure to interest rate risk and the effective weighted average interest rate for classes of ﬁnancial assets and
ﬁnancial liabilities is set out below:
Fixed interest
maturing in
Note

Weighted

Floating

1 year

1 to 5

Non-

average

interest

or less

years

interest

interest rate

rate
$

$

$

$

2006

Total

bearing

Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents

7

5.70%

334,619

-

-

2,900

337,519

Trade and other receivables

8

-

-

-

-

221,430

221,430

Term deposits

9

6.20%

-

9,771,854

-

-

9,771,854

Investments in unit trusts

9

-

-

-

-

4,907,273

4,907,273

334,619

9,771,854

-

5,131,603 15,238,076

-

-

-

-

672,253

672,253

-

-

-

-

241,173

241,173

-

-

-

-

212,212

212,212

-

-

-

1,125,638

1,125,638

Financial liabilities
Trade and other payables

12

Other liabilities
Provision for employee beneﬁts

13

2005
Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents

7

4.50%

527,104

-

-

2,900

530,004

Trade and other receivables

8

-

-

-

-

357,802

357,802

Term deposits

9

5.63%

-

7,116,206

-

-

7,116,206

Investments in unit trusts

9

-

-

-

-

4,778,753

4,778,753

527,104

7,116,206

-

5,139,455 12,782,765

-

-

-

-

689,909

689,909

-

-

-

-

322,115

322,115

-

-

-

-

211,529

211,529

-

-

-

1,223,553

1,223,553

Financial liabilities
Trade and other payables

12

Other liabilities
Provision for employee beneﬁts

13
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(b) Credit risk exposures
Credit risk represents the loss that would be recognised if counterparties failed to perform as contracted.
The credit risk on ﬁnancial assets, which have been recognised on the balance sheet, is the carrying amount, net of any provision for
impairment. The Association is not materially exposed to any individual customer.
(c) Net fair values of ﬁnancial assets and liabilities
The carrying amounts of ﬁnancial assets and liabilities approximate fair value.
2006

2005

$

$

17. Commitments
Operating lease payable commitments
Future non-cancellable operating lease rentals of plant and equipment, not provided for in the ﬁnancial statements and payable:
Within one year

44,921

62,732

One year or later and no later than ﬁve years

99,863

70,517

144,784

133,249

The Association has a ﬁve year lease with QR (commencing 1 June 2002) for rental of an advertising sign located partly on QR land.
The lease represents 70% of the advertising rental received by the Association. The Association has an indeﬁnite lease with QR
(commencing 1 July 2005) for rental of a ﬁre escape located on QR land. The Association also has a ﬁve year lease with Fuji Xerox
(commencing 30 May 2006) for rental of two photocopier machines.
Operating lease receivable commitments
Future non-cancellable operating lease rentals of plant and equipment, not provided for in the ﬁnancial statements and receivable:
Within one year

26,342

26,342

One year or later and no later than ﬁve years

32,589

58,931

58,931

85,273

The Association has a ﬁve year lease with Telstra Corporation (commencing 1 December 2003) for ground rental on RNA land. The
Association also has a ﬁve year lease with Vodafone Network (commencing 1 September 2004) for ground rental on RNA land.
Capital expenditure commitments
Capital expenditure commitments contracted for:
Plant and equipment purchases

0

118,000

0

118,000

18. Segment reporting
The Association operates from one location at its RNA Showgrounds in Brisbane, and as deﬁned by its objects and rules its sole
object is to act as a show society.
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For the year ended 31 December 2006
19. Key management personnel remuneration
Councillors’
At the Association’s Council meeting on 27 October 2000 it was resolved that ‘Country Councillors’ who travel a distance of more than
100km radius from Brisbane be reimbursed their travel expenses based on Australian Taxation Ofﬁce rates, as published, and be able
to claim overnight accommodation where applicable for attending ofﬁcial meetings of the Council and the Executive Committee. At 31
December there were seven Councillors eligible to claim travel expenses (2005: nine Councillors).
The number of Councillors of the Association whose income from the Association or any related party falls within the following bands:

$0 - $9,999

2006

2005

21

21

Total income paid or payable, or otherwise made available, to all Councillors of the Association from the Association or any
related party.
0

0

Key Management
Total income paid or payable, or otherwise made available to the key management of the Association from the Association or any
related party.
Salary and fees
Superannuation Contribution
Long term beneﬁts – long service leave

632,732

599,918

64,464

64,351

8,338

8,301

705,534

672,570

20. Related party disclosure
The name of each person holding the position of Councillor of the Association during the year is listed in the Councillors’ Report.
Mr D G Thomas is a partner in the law ﬁrm of Minter Ellison. During the period Mr Thomas held the position of Councillor of the
Association, the Association paid legal fees to Minter Ellison amounting to $41,999 (2005: $20,290).
Mr L F Robertson is a director of Autoaction Promotions Pty Ltd. During the period Mr Robertson held the position of Councillor of the
Association, the Association paid entertainment fees to Autoaction Promotions Pty Ltd amounting to $10,000 (2005: $8,000).
Mr T V Fairfax AM is a director of Rural Press Ltd. During the period Mr Fairfax held the position of Councillor of the Association,
the Association paid advertising fees to Agricultural Publishers Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Rural Press Ltd, amounting to $8,453 (2005:
$16,664).
Other transactions between the Association and Councillors and their related entities are trivial in nature and occur within normal
customer/supplier relationships on terms and conditions no more favourable than those which it is reasonable to expect would have
been adopted if dealings with non-Councillor related entities at arm’s length in the same circumstances.

21. Contingent Assets and Contingent Liabilities
The Association has no known contingent assets or contingent liabilities.

22. Subsequent Events
No events have occurred subsequent to balance date that would require disclosure in or amendment of these ﬁnancial statements.
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COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATION
In the opinion of the Councillors of The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland:
(a) the ﬁnancial statements and notes, set out on pages 33 to 46, are in accordance with the Royal National Agricultural and Industrial

Association of Queensland Act 1971 as amended; and
(i) give a true and fair view of the ﬁnancial position of the Association as at 31 December 2006 and of its performance, as
represented by the results of its operations and its cash ﬂows for the year ended on that date; and
(ii) comply with Australian Equivalents to International Financial Reporting Standards; and
(b) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will be able to pay its obligations and liabilities as and when they
become due and payable.

Dated at Brisbane this twenty-ﬁfth day of January 2007.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Councillors:

V E Edwards OAM

D L O’Connor

President

Honorary Treasurer

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT
to the members of The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial
Association of Queensland

Scope

• assessing the appropriateness of the accounting policies
and disclosures used and the reasonableness of signiﬁcant

The ﬁnancial report and Councillors’ responsibility

accounting estimates made by the Councillors.

The ﬁnancial report comprises the income statement, balance
sheet, statement of changes in equity, cash ﬂow statement,
notes to the ﬁnancial statements, and the Councillors’
declaration for The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial
Association of Queensland (the “Association”), for the year

While we considered the effectiveness of management’s
internal controls over ﬁnancial reporting when determining
the nature and extent of our procedures, our audit was not
designed to provide assurance on internal controls.

ended 31 December 2006.

Independence

The Councillors of the Association are responsible for the

In conducting our audit, we followed applicable

preparation and true and fair presentation of the ﬁnancial

independence requirements of Australian professional ethical

report in accordance with the Royal National Agricultural and

pronouncements. We conﬁrm the independence declaration

Industrial Association of Queensland Act 1971 (as amended).

required by the Corporations Act 2001, provided to the

This includes responsibility for the maintenance of adequate

members of The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial

accounting records and internal controls that are designed

Association of Queensland on 25 January 2007, would be in the

to prevent and detect fraud and error, and for the accounting

same terms if provided to the Councillors as at the date of this

policies and accounting estimates inherent in the ﬁnancial

audit report.

report.

Audit opinion

Audit approach
We conducted an independent audit in order to express an
opinion to the members of the Association. Our audit was
conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards
in order to provide reasonable assurance as to whether
the ﬁnancial report is free of material misstatement. The
nature of an audit is inﬂuenced by factors such as the use
of professional judgement, selective testing, the inherent
limitations of internal control, and the availability of persuasive
rather than conclusive evidence. Therefore, an audit cannot
guarantee that all material misstatements have been detected.
We performed procedures to assess whether in all material
respects the ﬁnancial report presents fairly, in accordance with

In our opinion, the ﬁnancial statements of The Royal National
Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland are in
accordance with:
a) the Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of

Queensland Act 1971 (as amended), including:
i. giving a true and fair view of the Association’s ﬁnancial
position as at 31 December 2006 and of its performance
for the year ended on that date; and
ii. complying with Australian Equivalents to International
Financial Reporting Standards; and
b) other mandatory ﬁnancial reporting requirements in
Australia.

the Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of

Queensland Act 1971 (as amended), Australian Equivalents
to International Financial Reporting Standards and other
authoritative pronouncements of the Australian Accounting

BDO Kendalls

Standards Board, a view which is consistent with our
understanding of the Association’s ﬁnancial position, and of
its performance as represented by the results of its operations
and cash ﬂows.
We formed our audit opinion on the basis of these procedures,
which included:
• examining, on a test basis, information to provide evidence
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the ﬁnancial
report, and

Christopher Skelton
Registered Company Auditor
Partner
Brisbane
25 January 2007
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The Members
The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland
RNA Showgrounds
Gregory Terrace
BRISBANE QLD 4006

Dear Members

Declaration of independence by Chris Skelton to the members of
The Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland
To the best of my knowledge and belief, there have been no contraventions of:
• the auditor independence requirements of the Corporations Act 2001 in relation to the audit; and
• any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the audit.

Yours faithfully

BDO Kendalls
Chartered Accountants

C J Skelton
Partner

Brisbane
Date: 25 January 2007

